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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS - US Daily Brief 19-08-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

- The President has no public event scheduled 

 

Elections Countdown:  

❖ 2022 midterm elections: 80 days  

❖ 2024 presidential election: 808 days 

 

Trump Investigation  

Judge Bruce Reinhart, the federal judge who approved the search of former President Donald 

Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida has ordered the Department of Justice to propose 

redactions to the affidavit justifying the FBI search, so a decision can be made whether to 

make the document public. 

• According to Politico, Reinhart says he doesn’t believe the Justice Department has 

provided sufficient cause for the document to remain sealed. 

 

• The New York Times: “Judge Reinhart’s decision in the closely scrutinized case 

appeared to strike a middle course between the Justice Department, which had wanted 

to keep the affidavit entirely under wraps as it continued to investigate Mr. Trump’s 

retention of classified documents, and a group of news organizations, which requested 

that it be released in full to the public.” 

 

• The full affidavit would reveal details on the broader investigation into the former 

President, potentially showing that Trump withheld information about sensitive 

government documents in his possession at Mar-a-Lago.  

• Jay Bratt, the head of the DOJ’s counterintelligence division confirmed that the 

investigation remains open and is “in its early stages.” 

 

• Allen Weisselberg, the former CFO of the Trump Organisation pleaded guilty to 

criminal tax fraud yesterday. Part of his plea deal requires him to testify at trial if called 

upon which may have implications for a future case brought against the former 

President.  

• Politico cautioned against drawing too many conclusions from the Weisselberg 

conviction on the prospect of a Trump indictment: “The development is plainly bad 

news for Trump and his namesake company, but it is not nearly as bad as many anti-

Trump legal pundits predicted — including many of the same people who are now 
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opining on what the result of the Mar-a-Lago search will be and how bad it looks for 

Trump.”  

Midterms 

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) told reporters in Kentucky yesterday that he 

thinks, "there's probably a greater likelihood the House flips [to the Republican party] than the 

Senate. Senate races are just different, they're state-wide, candidate quality has a lot to do 

with the outcome." 

• The Minority Leader's remarks appear a critique of Republican Senate candidates 

endorsed by former President Donald Trump who have underperformed on the 

campaign trail in key Senate races. 

• Republicans were strong favourites to flip the Georgia Senate seat of Raphael 

Warnock (D-GA), but the campaign of Trump-backed Hershel Walker has been 

criticised for lacking professionality and that race is currently considered a toss-up. 

 

• Likewise, in Pennsylvania, Lt Gov John Fetterman has built up a double-digit polling 

lead over Trump-endorsed Mehmet Oz despite being away from the campaign trail 

since May after suffering a stroke. Oz has been accused of being out of touch, a charge 

exacerbated by a video of him in a supermarket this week which was derided by his 

opponents. 

 

• The FiveThirtyEight Senate election model shows how the projected Senate outcome 

has changed in recent weeks. 

Chart 1: Chances of Controlling the Senate 

 

Source: FiveThirtyEight 
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• White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain has talked up the achievements of President 

Biden and offered a blueprint for how frontline Democrats will present the Democrat 

performance on the midterm campaign trail. 

 

• Klain: “We now have a presidency where the president has delivered the largest 

economic recovery plan since Roosevelt, the largest infrastructure plan since 

Eisenhower, the most judges confirmed since Kennedy, the second largest health care 

bill since Johnson, and the largest climate change bill in history. […] The first time 

we've done gun control since President Clinton was here, the first time ever an African 

American woman has been put on the U.S. Supreme Court. […] I think it’s a record to 

take to the American people.” 

Congressional Business 

The House is out  

The Senate is out  

Committee Schedule – 

 

Iran 

There is increased speculation that the European Union may call a Joint Commission to 

finalise agreement on the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action nuclear accords as soon as 

next week. 

• As has been the case all week, the participating countries await a US response to the 

Iranian comments on the EU proposal. 

 

• The Russia delegation said on Wednesday: "I hope that Washington will react 

positively and if that happens, we will have most likely a ministerial meeting of the Joint 

Commission of the JCPOA either this week or next week."  

 

• The Wall Street Journal’s Laurence Norman said this morning that it is, “a reasonable 

assumption, if unconfirmed, that the US will respond to Iranian concerns/issues today 

via EU. That’s the expectation.” 

 

• The US will have to balance the accommodation of Iranian demands without changing 

the fundamentals of the EU proposal. Such a scenario would run the risk of further 

prolonging talks and expanding the window for Iran to develop more advanced nuclear 

capabilities.   

 

• Norman also suggested the calling of a Joint Commission would be unlikely unless a 

concrete agreement had been reached but it cannot be discounted as a negotiating 

tactic: “Unless EU steps in and raises stakes by calling a [Joint Commission] soon and 

daring Iran not to finalise deal. Would the EU dare call a Joint Commission meeting 

with issues still open? Dunno. But I wouldn’t exclude it completely.” 
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• Laura Rozen of Just Security tweeted yesterday: “Trying to calibrate (my) expectations 

for when a US response may be sent on Iran proposal, one European official 

suggested any moment now, but could be tomorrow (Friday).” 

 

• Iran expert Ali Vaez cautioned that another set of Iranian demands may be terminal to 

the chances of a deal: “I doubt the US answer to Iran’s demands would be a yes. It’s 

likely either a no or a middle ground compromise. If Iran still asks for more, I can’t see 

how the process can continue.” 

• US State Department Spokesperson Ned Price said yesterday the US is continuing to 

review Iran’s comments and, “continue to convey our feedback directly and privately 

to the EU, as has been requested.” 

 

• This morning, South Korean Vice Foreign Minister Cho Hyun-dong held phone calls 

with the US special envoy to Iran Robert Malley and EU mediator Enrique Mora. This 

could be an important precursor to a final deal as the release of USD$7 billion of Iranian 

assets frozen in Seoul is one of Iran’s key demands. 

Poll of the Day 

• An Economist/YouGov report has found that 54% of Americans support the FBI search 

of former President Donald Trump’s Florida residence. 

• The report shows a stark partisan divide with only 21% percent of Republicans 

approving of the search.  

 

• YouGov: “More Americans approve than disapprove of the Justice Department 

investigation taking place (55% approve and 31% disapprove), with similar margins 

(54% vs. 36%) approving of the FBI executing a court-ordered search warrant of 

Trump's private home. Nearly three-quarters of Republicans (72%) disapprove of the 

FBI move.” 

Figure 1: Approval of the FBI Search of Mar-a-Lago %  
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Source: Economist/YouGov 
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