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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS - US Daily Brief 21-09-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

10:35 ET 15:35 BST President Biden delivers remarks before the 77th Session of the United 

Nations General Assembly 

11:45 ET 16:45 BST Biden participates in a bilateral meeting with United Nations Secretary-

General António Guterres 

13:15 ET 18:15 BST Biden hosts a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Liz Truss of the United 

Kingdom 

16:00 ET 21:00 BST The President delivers remarks at the Global Fund’s Seventh Replenishment 

Conference 

 

Elections Countdown:  

❖ 2022 midterm elections: 48 days  

❖ 2024 presidential election: 776 days 

 

 

Government Funding 

Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) told reporters yesterday that he will release the text for his 

permitting reform proposal today. Manchin said that his proposal would fast-track the approval 

process for the Mountain Valley Pipeline, a project that would carry natural gas from West 

Virginia to Virginia. 

• Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) will then decide on whether to attach 

the proposal to a Continuing Resolution to keep the federal government funded until 

mid-December.  

• The chances of a government shutdown remain slim but the furore around Machin’s 

proposal, and the level of dissent within the Democrat caucus, is an unwanted 

complication for Schumer and Democrat leadership ahead of November’s midterm 

elections.  

• Manchin defended his proposal by suggesting that his permitting reform better 

conforms with environmental standards than the alternate proposal from GOP Senator 

Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV). 

United Nations General Assembly 

US President Joe Biden will address the United Nations General Assembly today and call on 

world leaders to resist Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.   
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• In a preview of Biden’s remarks, White House National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 

said yesterday Biden will, “offer a firm rebuke of Russia’s unjust war in Ukraine and 

make a call to the world to continue to stand against the naked aggression that we’ve 

seen the past several months.”  

 

• Sullivan continued: “The main thrust of his presentation will really be about the United 

Nations charter. About the foundational principle at the heart of that charter, that 

countries cannot conquer their neighbours by force.” 

 

• Sullivan also remarked on the absence of Russian President Vladimir Putin and 

Chinese President Xi Jinping: “Our competitors are facing increasingly strong 

headwinds and neither President Xi nor President Putin are even showing up.”  

 

• Biden is also expected to announce new investments to address global food security 

and, according to Sullivan, “lay out in detail how the US has restored its global 

leadership and the integrity of its word on the world stage by delivering on the promises 

we make, and he has made as president.” 

Russia 

Russian President Vladimir Putin issued an address to the Russia nation this morning calling 

for a “partial mobilization” of people with military experience.  

• A partial mobilization means that armed forces reserves and those with prior military 

service will now be subject to conscription.   

 

• New conscripts will be given additional training and, according to Defence Minister 

Sergei Shoigu, will be dispatched to territory within the Russian Federation although 

there is some ambiguity to that statement due to upcoming referenda in occupied 

territories to formally cede to Russia.  

• If the regions of Luhansk, Donetsk, and Kherson are officially annexed by Russia, then 

the Kremlin could argue that the conscripts can fight on this territory.  

 

• The International Institute for Strategic Studies estimates that there are at least two 

million reserve personnel and 20 million former military personnel, 10% of whom have 

seen active service within the last five years. Russia are estimated to have had 

900,000 active service personnel at the start of 2022. 

 

• French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, and the White 

House were among those to referenda plans by stating that annexed territory will never 

be recognised. 

UK 

President Biden and British Prime Minister Liz Truss will hold their first formal meeting at the 

UN General Assembly in New York today.  

• US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan hinted that the meeting may be a tense 

affair, saying that they will talk about Northern Ireland “in some detail.”  
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• Sullivan said that Biden will communicate his “strong view that the Good Friday 

Agreement must be protected,” and will “encourage the U.K. and the European Union 

to work out an effective outcome.” 

 

• The two leaders may also clash on economic policy. Truss yesterday told reporters 

that cutting taxes was essential to stimulating growth. At the same time Biden tweeted 

that he was “sick and tired of trickle-down economics,” saying that “it has never 

worked.” 

Immigration 

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) has weighed in on the immigration debate 

which has followed Florida Governor Ron DeSantis’s (R-FL) political stunt to charter planes of 

migrants to symbolic locations in Democrat controlled states. 

• McConnell: “There’s been a good deal of talk about what some of the governors have 

done to transport illegal immigrants up to other parts of the country. I personally 

thought it was a good idea.” 

 

• The White House is aware that the Biden administration is vulnerable on immigration 

ahead of the midterms and President Biden was quick to defend his administration’s 

policy saying that the influx of migrants is due to geopolitical shifts, rather than policy.  

• Biden said it’s, "a totally different circumstance. What's on my watch now is Venezuela, 

Cuba and Nicaragua — and the ability to send them back to those states is not 

rational." 

 

• The story is likely to continue to feature heavily in reporting ahead of the midterms. 

There is the prospect that DeSantis may face a criminal investigation after the group 

of Venezuelan migrants filed a class action suit against DeSantis yesterday, alleging 

that they boarded planed under false pretences. 

• the suit alleged: “These immigrants, who are pursuing the proper channels for lawful 

immigration status in the United States, experienced cruelty akin to what they fled in 

their home country.”  

 

Congressional Business 

The House will meet at 10:00 ET 15:00 BST  

The Senate will meet at 10:00 ET 15:00 BST 

Committee Schedule  

➢ HOUSE Financial Services: Holding Megabanks Accountable: Oversight of America’s 

Largest Consumer Facing Banks 

 

Trump Investigation 
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Federal judge Raymond Dearie, the “special master” tasked with vetting former President 

Donald Trump’s attempt to reclaim documents seized by the FBI during a search of Trump’s 

Florida residence has expressed scepticism about the defence proffered by Trump’s legal 

team.  

• Dearie said: “My view of it is: you can’t have your cake and eat it,” after Trump’s lawyers 

refused to provide proof that Trump attempted to declassify documents stored at Mar-

a-Lago.  

• Politico: “Trump has claimed that he declassified some of the seized records, but 

neither he nor his lawyers have made those same assertions in court, where they could 

face penalties for lying. Instead, they have danced a fine line, suggesting that, as 

president, he could declassify the documents while remaining silent on the issue of 

whether he actually did.” 

Reproductive Rights 

Senator Lindsay Graham (R-SC) has continued to vex moderate Republicans by thrusting 

abortion, seen as electorally damaging for the GOP, into the political spotlight.  

• Graham yesterday declared his intention to press forward with his bill to enact a federal 

ban on abortions after 15 weeks.  

• Graham’s bill runs counter to a broad Republican assertion that the control over 

abortion law should be devolved to state legislatures.   

• Graham said: “This is not a states’ rights issue. This is a human right issue. So, no 

matter what California or Maryland will do … I am going to advocate a national 

minimum standard.”  

 

• The Hill writes that the “South Carolina Republican’s effort comes at a perilous time for 

the Senate GOP, which is attempting to retake control of the chamber after two years 

in the minority and is dealing with a barrage of ads on the issue from Democrats, who 

see it as a political winner.” 

Poll of the Day 

Gallup has released a report suggesting that President Biden’s approval rating is comparable 

to the approval of his predecessors, despite persistent commentary that Biden’s approval is 

one of the primary metrics working against Democrats ahead of the midterms.  

• Gallup: “Biden's current approval rating is roughly in line with the ratings of most of his 

modern predecessors at the same point in their first terms as president. The timing is 

significant because it is two months before the midterm congressional elections, which 

are widely seen as a referendum on the sitting president.” 

Chart 1: First-Term Presidential Approval in September of Midterm Election Years, % 
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Source: Gallup 
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