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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS - US Daily Brief 05-10-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

15:15 ET 20:15 BST The President delivers remarks from Fort Myers, Florida 

 

Elections Countdown:  

❖ 2022 midterm elections: 33 days  

❖ 2024 presidential election: 761 days 

 

 

Republican News 

The GOP has thrown support behind Georgia Senate candidate Herschel Walker after a Daily 

Beast article alleged that the former football star paid for the abortion of a former partner. The 

article prompted calls of hypocrisy from opponents as Walker has publicly backed a no-

exception abortion ban. Walker denied the allegations and said he plans to sue the Daily Beast 

for defamation. 

• Chris Hartline, an NRSC spokesman said: “Democrats are losing in Georgia and are 

on the verge of losing the majority, so they and their media allies are doing what they 

always do — attack Republicans with innuendo and lies. Democrats and the media 

have tried to stir up nonsense about what has or hasn’t happened in Herschel Walker’s 

past because they want to distract from what’s happening in the present.” 

 

• Steven Law of Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell’s (R-KY) Senate Leadership 

Fund said the group is “full speed ahead in Georgia. This election is about the future 

of the country — Herschel Walker will make things better; Raphael Warnock is making 

it worse. Anything else is a distraction.” 

• Former President Trump said in a statement that Walker is being “slandered and 

maligned by the fake news media.” 

Florida 

President Joe Biden will travel to Florida today to survey damage wrought by Hurricane Ian 

and meet with Florida’s Republican Governor Ron DeSantis (R-FL). 

• Biden and DeSantis have been political adversaries for much of Biden presidency, with 

DeSantis shaping up as the most likely GOP presidential nominee, should Donald 

Trump decline to run.  

• Democrats may point out that DeSantis voted against a USD$9.7 billion Hurricane 

Sandy relief package for New York and New Jersey as a Congress freshman in 2013.  
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• Biden is unlikely to politicise the meeting with DeSantis and, as Punchbowl writes: “In 

situations like this, Biden thrives on the technocratic aspects of the job – the “We’re-

going-to-be-there-for-all-Americans” speak that is the mark of most every president.” 

 

• White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said during a press briefing 

yesterday that Biden has no interest in re-joining the fight against DeSantis during 

today’s visit. 

Midterms 

The GOP has put IRS reform front and centre of campaign advertising ahead of the midterms 

next month.  

• Republicans claim that IRS reform measures within the Inflation Reduction Act will 

cause a dramatic increase in tax investigations targeting the middle class. 

 

• Punchbowl: “Since Aug. 1, Republican candidates and groups have spent more than 

[USD] $12 million on roughly 24,000 airings of ads warning of a massive influx of IRS 

agents, according to an AdImpact analysis. The spots are targeting vulnerable Senate 

Democratic incumbents in Arizona, Nevada, Georgia and New Hampshire, as well as 

toss-up House races from Michigan to Kansas.” 

 

• Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and the IRS have both denied claims that the USD$80 

billion earmarked for IRS will lead to a greater number of investigations. According to 

the Biden administration, the IRS reform will be focused on reinvigorating its workforce 

and enhancing tech.  

• The IRS said in a statement: “Suggestions that we will be immediately doubling the 

number of auditors or enforcement personnel are inaccurate as we will pursue a 

thoughtful, measured increase to our personnel. Additionally, we will be simultaneously 

hiring positions in taxpayer service and Information Technology across the IRS.” 

•  

Congressional Business 

The House is out  

The Senate is out 

Committee Schedule -  

 

Ukraine 

President Biden held a call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky yesterday and 

unveiled a new USD$625 million military aid package to Ukraine. According to the White 

House, Biden reiterated that the US “will never recognize Russia’s purported annexation of 

Ukrainian territory.” 
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• The next weapons package will include four additional High Mobility Rocket Artillery 

Systems (HIMARS) and take the total aid to Ukraine to USD$17.5 billion since the 

beginning of the Biden administration.  

 

• Biden also told Zelensky that the US will seek to impose sanctions on any entity that 

recognises Russia’s annexations of Ukrainian territory. 

• Laura Cooper, Pentagon’s deputy assistant secretary for Russian, Ukrainian and 

Eurasian said: “Even as the Russian government moves legislation today to claim parts 

of Ukrainian territory illegitimately, the reality on the ground is that the Ukrainian armed 

forces continue to reclaim territory and consolidate their claims.” 

UK 

State Department Counselor Derek Chollet will travel to London and Belfast, United Kingdom, 

from October 5-11 to meet UK government officials.  

• Cholet is expected to stress the importance of the Good Friday Agreement and, 

according to the State Department, “discuss the implementation of the Northern Ireland 

Protocol and the importance of restoring the devolved government.” 

East Asia 

US officials believe that a North Korean missile test which overflew Japan territory was 

conducted in response to recently concluded joint US-South Korean military exercises. 

According to analysts, Pyongyang views the exercises as a rehearsal for an invasion. 

• Ellen Kim of the Center for Strategic and International Studies said: “The launch was 

also likely designed to send a signal to Tokyo, after the recent resumption last week of 

trilateral anti-submarine exercises between Japan, South Korea and the US. They see 

this growing trilateralism between Seoul, Washington and Tokyo as targeted at North 

Korea.” 

• Kim believes that the recent missile tests may foreshadow a new escalation in 

tensions: “This is another level-up of North Korean provocation, indicating that we 

might be in a North Korean provocation cycle for the first time since the “fire and fury” 

days of 2017.” 

 

• In repose to the North Korean test, the US and South Korea launched four missiles off 

the east coast of the Korean Peninsula. John Kirby, the National Security Council 

coordinator for strategic communications said the launch was designed to demonstrate 

that the US and allies have “the military capabilities at the ready to respond to 

provocations by the North.” 

Poll of the Day 

A Gallup report has shown that US voters increasingly believe the Federal Reserve is doing a 

“poor job.” The report shows that approval of the central bank has dropped from 44% in 2021 

to 37% this month.  

Chart 1: Rating of the Job the US Federal Reserve is doing, % 
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Source: Monmouth University 
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