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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS - US Daily Brief 26-10-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

10:30 ET 15:30 BST President Biden delivers remarks on “new actions to provide families with more 

breathing room” 

12:45 ET 17:45 BST The President hosts a bilateral meeting with Israeli President Isaac Herzog  

14:00 ET 19:00 BST Press Briefing by Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 

15:00 ET 20:00 BST The President meets with Department of Defence leaders 

 

Elections Countdown:  

❖ 2022 midterm elections: 13 days  

❖ 2024 presidential election: 741 days 

 

 

Ukraine War 

A group of House Democrats from the Congressional Progressive Caucus have withdrawn a 

letter to President Biden urging the administration to consider pursing a diplomacy with Russia 

to end the war in Ukraine after backlash from Democrat lawmakers. 

• The letter, penned by Progressive Caucus Chair Pramila Jayapal (D-WA) in June and 

intended to be released in August, read: “…we urge you to pair the military and 

economic support the United States has provided to Ukraine with a proactive 

diplomatic push, redoubling efforts to seek a realistic framework for a ceasefire.” 

 

• The letter has caused a headache for Progressive Democrats who were irked by the 

timing of the letter’s release. 

• Politico writes that “the letter to Biden was released without the knowledge of many 

Democratic lawmakers who put their names on it. […] While it was partially updated 

with new information about Russia’s war on Ukraine and sent to other lawmakers to 

reach a threshold of 30 signees, the letter got released mostly in its original form.” 

 

• Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN) said: “Once you sign on to a letter, it’s up to the original 

drafters and unfortunately not all of them will keep folks updated. That’s why some of 

us don’t sign on to letters without direct insight into when or how it will be released.” 

 

• The timing of the letter and subsequent backlash is more bad news for Democrats. 

This week, the White House and Congressional Democrats had been hoping to drive 
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a wedge between Republican leadership by warning that House Minority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy (R-CA) would move to block Ukraine aid if Republicans win the House next 

month. A position not supported by the majority of the GOP and number one Senate 

Republican Mitch McConnell (R-KY). 

 

• Democrat strategist Jim Manley said: “I believe in the power of diplomacy, and I believe 

it’s always better to talk to people than not but a key part of diplomacy is timing. And 

the timing here is absolutely lousy. It’s embarrassing for the signers, it undercuts not 

only the administration but the Ukrainians at a key moment in time.”  

“Dirty Bomb”  

Secretary of State Antony Blinken met yesterday with Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General 

of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).  

• According to the State Department: “Secretary Blinken expressed appreciation for the 

IAEA’s efforts to help ensure the safety and security at Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhya Nuclear 

Power Plant, and he welcomed the IAEA’s readiness to visit Ukraine in the wake of 

Russia’s false “dirty bomb” allegations. He reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to provide 

resources the IAEA needs to continue its verification and monitoring responsibility in 

Iran…” 

Midterms 

Two key election analysts have upgraded the Republican midterm advantage. 

• The Cook Political Report announced that it is changing their House outlook from a 

Republican gain of 10-12 seat to a Republican gain of 12-25 seats. 

 

• Sabato’s Crystal Ball now conservatively projects a net gain of 16 seat for the GOP.  

• Kyle Kondik of Sabato’s Crystal Ball said: “We now rate 218 House seats – the magic 

number for winning a majority — as at least Leans Republican in our House ratings. A 

large number of races remain close and competitive. The danger for Democrats is that 

these races end up breaking disproportionately to the Republicans.” 

 

• Kondik continued: “4 Toss-ups move to Leans Republican this week. After these 

changes, 218 seats at least Lean Republican, while 195 at least Lean Democratic, and 

there are 22 Toss-ups. Splitting the Toss-ups evenly, 11-11, would give Republicans 

229 seats, or a net gain of 16.” 

 

• Dave Wasserman of the CPR writes the current outlook is a product of a "highly 

bifurcated" House landscape. “Many Democrats are running ahead of Biden's approval 

rating in red and purple states, but face unexpected headaches in blue states like New 

York, Connecticut and Oregon.” 

 

• According to the Hill, one explanation for this inverted political landscape could be “the 

[Democrat] party's abortion messaging is much more potent in states where GOP 

control could actually make a difference, as opposed to in blue states where abortion 

rights are more secure.” 
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Obama 

Former President Barack Obama will this week depart on a whirlwind tour to boost vulnerable 

Democrats lawmakers.  

• On October 28, Obama will campaign for Senator Raphael Warnock (D-GA) in 

Georgia.  

• On October 29, Obama will travel to Wisconsin to support Lt Gov Mandela Barnes (D-

WI) in his Senate race with incumbent Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI). 

• On November 1, Obama will be in Nevada where Senator Catherine Cortez Masto (D-

NV) is looking increasingly threated by the strong campaign of Republican Adam 

Laxalt. 

• On November 5, Obama will head to Pennsylvania to boost Lt Gov John Fetterman 

(D-PA) in his faltering race against celebrity surgeon Mehmet Oz.  

New Hampshire 

The National Republican Senatorial Committee is recommitting funds to the Senate campaign 

of New Hampshire Republican candidate Don Bolduc just days after Senate Minority Leader 

Mitch McConnell (R-KY) announced his Senate Leadership Fund was removing resources 

from the race to be assigned to tighter races elsewhere.  

• The move is a response to recent polling showing that the race has tightened 

dramatically, with Bolduc now within the polling margin of error. 

• If Bolduc manages a surprise win next month it will be a strategic blunder for 

Democrats who used campaign funding to boost Trump-aligned Bolduc in his GOP 

primary over the more moderate and supposedly more electable candidate supported 

by the GOP establishment.  

Pennsylvania  

The debate between Lt Gov John Fetterman (D-PA) and Trump-endorsed celebrity heart 

surgeon Mehmet Oz did little to significantly boost the chances of either candidate in the 

“tossup” Pennsylvania Senate race.  

• As expected, Fetterman struggled with speech and largely failed to assuage 

Republican accusations that the stroke he suffered in May has rendered him unfit for 

office. 

 

• Political advisor David Axelrod tweeted: “Fetterman needed to show he's sufficiently 

recovered, and this debate surely did not help. Oz needed to show authenticity, 

decency and connection. I'm sure his team is high-fiving tonight but he didn't help 

himself on those essential scores.” 

 

• Politico provided this analysis: “Voters are not doctors. Many are myopic, distracted, 

and quick to make judgments with limited information. If there’s one thing everyone 

knows about campaign debates, it’s how superficial they are. A casual voter tuning in 

Tuesday night might have known Fetterman had suffered a stroke, but that voter would 

have to have been following the race pretty closely to know that his struggles with 
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speech reflected a common “auditory processing disorder,” in his doctor’s words, and 

not a deeper neurological infirmity. 

 

Congressional Business 

The House is out 

The Senate is out 

Committee Schedule -  

 

National Security 

Reps. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) and Mike Gallagher (R-WI) have introduced a bill to counter the 

influence of malign foreign actors on US telecommunication infrastructure following an 

announcement this week that two Chinese citizens have been charged by the Department of 

Justice with obstructing the criminal prosecution of China-based telecommunications 

company Huawei. 

• Stefanik said: “Allowing companies owned by China and our other foreign adversaries 

to have access to our critical infrastructure is playing with fire.” 

 

• The bill would provide increased transparency in telecommunications by requiring the 

FCC publish a list of companies that hold FCC authorizations, licenses or other grants 

of authority with 10 percent or more ownership by foreign adversarial governments, 

including China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea. 

North Korea 

The US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said yesterday that North Korea may 

conduct a nuclear test “at any point.” 

• Price said: “It has been our assessment for some time now that the North Koreans are 

in a position to conduct a nuclear test, which would be their seventh nuclear test, really 

at any point. They’ve conducted preparations at the nuclear test site. We have been 

warning of those preparations for some time. We’ve also been warning of the costs 

and the consequences for the DPRK if they were to go forward with what.” 

 

• Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman is currently in Japan where she has met 

bilaterally with her Japanese counterpart and South Korean counterparts.  

• Price: “The message that Deputy Secretary Sherman conveyed both to her Japanese 

and South Korean counterparts today is that our commitment to the security of our 

treaty allies is ironclad. We are prepared to take additional steps when it comes to 

defense and deterrence in response to any additional North Korean provocations, 

including the possibility of a seventh nuclear test.” 

Israel 
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Yesterday US and Israeli civilian and military officials convened the first in-person, bilateral 

Joint Political-Military Group (JMPG) since 2019.  

• A State Department readout of the event says: “The United States and Israel both 

recognize the world is at an inflection point in history – not only in the Middle East 

region, where Israel is witnessing unprecedented advances in its relationships with 

regional partners, but also as the world comes together to bolster Ukraine, as it 

defends its sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

 

• The readout appears to suggest that the US and Israel are planning to pursue a military 

solution to the Iranian nuclear threat: “They also focused on cooperation against the 

Iranian nuclear and regional threats […] [US State Department] Counselor Chollet and 

Director General Eshel confirmed the shared commitment to a credible military threat 

in order to deter Iran.” 

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Energy Minister Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud hit back against US suggestions that 

Saudi Arabia has proven to be an unreliable energy partner, stating that: "Saudi Arabia is the 

most secure and reliable oil provider." 

• The minister said that Riyadh has played a key role in mitigating the European energy 

crisis: "We are engaged with many European governments regarding the current crisis. 

Last year Saudi Aramco was supplying Europe with 490,000 barrels, this September 

is was 950,000 barrels." 

 

• The remarks came after US Senator Richard Blumental (D-CT) penned an op-ed in 

Foreign Affairs accusing Saudi Arabia of "hostile actions." 

• Blumenthal wrote: "The timing [of the OPEC+ oil production cut] appears designed not 

only to fuel Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war machine but also to reverse the 

aggressive work that the U.S. Congress and the Biden administration have done to 

counter high inflation rates and bring down gas prices." 

 

• Blumenthal also unveiled legislation this week that would terminate US arms sales to 

Riyadh: "If the Saudis reverse course and restore promised oil-production levels, 

Washington should reconsider the pause on some less sensitive weapons sales and 

related activities..." 

Poll of the Day 

According to a new poll from Univision News, the outcome of the Senate race between 

incumbent Democratic Senator Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV), and Republican challenger 

Adam Laxalt, may be decided by Latino voters. 

• According to the poll, Latinos are overwhelmingly favoured to back Cortez Masto and 

the large block of undecided Latino voters could tip the race in favour of the incumbent 

Democrat. 

Chart 1: Do You Plan to Vote for Republican Adam Laxalt or Democratic Catherine 

Cortez Masto in the Nevada Senate Race? 
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Source: Univision News 
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