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PARIS — A Bastille Day fire-
works celebration was shattered
by death and mayhem on Thurs-
day night in the southern French
city of Nice when a large truck
barreled for more than a mile
through an enormous crowd of
spectators, crushing and maiming
dozens in what France’s president
called a terrorist assault. It came
eight months after the Paris at-
tacks that traumatized the nation
and all of Europe.

Officials and witnesses in Nice
said at least 80 people, including
children, were killed by the driver
of the rampaging truck, who
mowed them down on the side-
walk. He was shot to death by the
police as officers scrambled to re-
spond on what is France’s most
important annual holiday.

Graphic television and video
images showed the truck acceler-
ating and tearing through the
crowd, dozens of victims sprawled
in its path, and the bullet-riddled
windshield of the vehicle. Munici-
pal officials and police officers de-
scribed the truck as full of
weapons and grenades.

“The horror, the horror has,
once again, hit France,” President
François Hollande said in a na-
tionally televised address early
Friday. He said the “terrorist char-
acter” of the assault was undeni-
able, and he described the use of a
large truck to deliberately kill peo-
ple as “a monstrosity.”

“France has been struck on the
day of her national holiday,” he
said. “Human rights are denied by
fanatics, and France is clearly
their target.”

Mr. Hollande, who only hours
earlier had proclaimed the im-
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At least 80 died in Nice. There was no immediate claim of responsibility, but the French president called it a terrorist assault.
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The police killed the truck’s driver, who wasn’t immediately
identified. The truck was said to contain weapons and grenades.
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munity when she called Mr.
Trump a “faker,” and said she
could not really imagine what it
would be like if he became presi-
dent.

Barry Friedman, a professor of
law at New York University who
describes himself as a friend of
Justice Ginsburg’s, said her com-
ments were a stark example of a
breach in the neutrality that jus-
tices must adhere to.

“The price you pay for being on
the bench is that you withdraw
from politics,” Mr. Friedman said.
“You need to be extremely cir-
cumspect.”

Mark Tushnet, a law professor
at Harvard, said Justice Gins-
burg’s comments reflected the di-
visive nature of today’s politics,
which had already affected the
legislative and executive
branches of government.

“Maybe this is an example of
how hyperpolarization affects the
court,” he said.

In expressing her disdain for
Mr. Trump, Justice Ginsburg was 

WASHINGTON — Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s indignant
dissents from the bench have
turned her into a heroine of the
left, beloved for methodically
skewering her conservative col-
leagues. On the internet, she has
become the Notorious R.B.G.

But after being roundly criti-
cized for a remarkable series of in-
terviews in which she mocked
Donald J. Trump, the presumptive
Republican nominee for presi-
dent, Justice Ginsburg on Thurs-
day did something highly unusual
for a member of the nation’s high-
est court: She admitted making a
mistake.

“Judges should avoid comment-
ing on a candidate for public of-
fice,” she wrote in a brief state-
ment issued by the court, admit-
ting her remarks were “ill ad-
vised” and expressing regret. “In
the future I will be more circum-
spect.”

A revered figure at some of the
nation’s most elite law schools
since her appointment to the court
in 1993, Justice Ginsburg, 83, flab-
bergasted many in the legal com- Continued on Page A15

Ginsburg Says Her Remarks

On Trump Were ‘Ill Advised’
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Donald J. Trump’s presidential
campaign signaled strongly on
Thursday that he would name
Gov. Mike Pence of Indiana as his
running mate, but abruptly post-
poned a long-planned unveiling of
the Republican ticket after an at-
tack that left dozens dead in
France.

Mr. Trump said on Twitter that
he was delaying his announce-
ment after the “horrible attack” in
Nice. He did not specify when the
event would go forward.

Before the attack in southern
France, Mr. Pence, a mild-man-
nered Midwesterner popular with
conservatives and evangelical
Christians, appeared to be all but
locked in as the Republican
nominee for vice president — the
last man standing after a madcap
selection process unlike any in re-
cent presidential politics.

But a resolution to the process
remained elusive after several
days of unusually frenzied and
public deliberations by Mr. Trump
and his family, as well as extraor-

dinary campaigning for the job by
several potential running mates.
After huddling with Mr. Pence in
Indiana, flying multiple other can-
didates to Indianapolis for last-
minute interviews, hinting to
party leaders that his decision had
been made and then denying it to
the news media, Mr. Trump de-
layed his decision entirely.

In a television interview, Mr.
Trump insisted that he had not
settled on a running mate yet. “I
haven’t made my final, final deci-
sion,” he told Fox News by tele-
phone.

Against a backdrop of images
from Nice, Mr. Trump repeatedly
described himself as the “law-
and-order candidate” in the presi-
dential race.

Mr. Trump’s advisers told na-
tional Republican officials that 

Trump Delays Naming a No. 2,
But Pence Appears No. 1 in Line
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Burns, Maggie Haberman and Ash-
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David Samson, a longtime
friend of Gov. Chris Christie,
pleaded guilty to a felony count of
bribery on Thursday and admit-
ted that he had pressured United
Airlines to operate a weekly flight
to South Carolina for his personal
convenience.

The plea, which was offered be-
fore Judge Jose L. Linares of
United States District Court in
Newark, appears to put an end to
Mr. Samson’s career as a public of-
ficial and power broker. And it
casts a shadow over the political
fortunes of Mr. Christie, a New
Jersey Republican who until this
week had been considered a po-
tential running mate for Donald J.
Trump, the party’s presumptive

nominee for president.
“One of the problems with Chris

Christie is there are skeletons in
his closet that still have skin on
the bones,” Patrick Murray, direc-
tor of the Monmouth University
Polling Institute, said.

The prosecution of Mr. Samson
grew out of a federal investigation
into the closing of access lanes to
the George Washington Bridge in
2013. Federal prosecutors contend
that allies of Mr. Christie at the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey conspired to tie up
traffic on the New Jersey side of
the bridge to punish a local mayor
for declining to endorse Mr.
Christie’s bid for re-election as 

A Christie Ally, in Court, Admits 
To Bribery Over an Airline Route
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PHOENIX — Inside a cramped
committee room on the cactus-
dotted campus of Arizona’s Capi-
tol, Kelsey Lundy stepped to the
podium to detail new legislation
and the higher costs it would im-
pose on struggling borrowers.

But Ms. Lundy is not a law-
maker, a government employee or
even a statehouse intern.

She is a lobbyist for one of the
nation’s largest lenders.

That lender — controlled by the
Fortress Investment Group, one
of Wall Street’s most powerful pri-
vate equity firms — wrote the bill.
Months later, in 2014, the state’s
legislators passed the law, making
it easier to charge interest of 36
percent to borrowers living on the
financial margins.

The political access in Arizona
was just one component of a
broader effort to loosen consumer
protection laws, according to
emails obtained through public
records requests. In nine other
states, Ms. Lundy’s client helped
win legislative changes, persuad-
ing lawmakers that it needed to
raise costs to stay in business and
serve borrowers.

Since the 2008 financial crisis,
Fortress and other private equity
firms have rapidly expanded their
influence, assuming a pervasive,
if under-the-radar, role in daily
American life, an investigation by
The New York Times has found.
Sophisticated political maneuver-

How Private Equity Firms Quietly Cash In on Political Capital

This article is by Ben Protess, Jes-
sica Silver-Greenberg and Rachel
Abrams.
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Harnessing Lobbying Power

A passenger rail project in Florida by the private equity firm
Fortress has prompted outcry in coastal towns like Gifford.
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Boris Johnson, Britain’s new foreign
secretary, is infamous for his public
insults of world leaders. PAGE A8
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The men met in Moscow on coordinat-
ing American and Russian air attacks
on ISIS and the Nusra Front. PAGE A4
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Congress limped out of town on recess,
leaving behind partisan fights, a failed
Zika virus bill, a gun control stalemate
and a few accomplishments they hoped
voters would find awesome. PAGE A12
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The Minnesota officer who killed a
driver had training that critics say can
lead to combative encounters. PAGE A17
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The swimmer Kathleen Baker, 19,
reached the 2016 Games despite a long
battle with Crohn’s disease. PAGE B10
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Phil Mickelson, playing at the British
Open, nearly recorded the first round of
62 at a major tournament. PAGE B10
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The new show at the Met Breuer gives
early images by Diane Arbus, most
never seen publicly, a terrific presenta-
tion, writes Holland Cotter. PAGE C17
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The ruling limits the ability of American
authorities to demand data stored by
technology companies outside the
United States. PAGE B1
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Donald Trump’s impulsive na-
ture makes the G.O.P. convention
one of the most unpredictable in
recent history. Page A16.
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The tally for Monday through Wednes-
day nearly matched the total for all of
June, a rise in use of the synthetic drug
that is alarming officials. PAGE A20
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K2 Overdoses Spike

Voters are rallying around their parties’
presumptive nominees but have deep
misgivings, a New York Times/CBS
News poll shows. PAGE A15

Discontent With Candidates

NICE, France — A red ambu-
lance, its lights flashing, sped
down the road and jerked to a
stop. The driver jumped out, ask-
ing, “Where are the wounded?”

“We only have dead here,” re-
plied two men, trying to comfort a
young man who was weeping over
the body of his mother and implor-
ing Allah to accept her into heav-
en.

An eerie tableau of death and
dying extended along a mile-long
stretch of the graceful, crescent-
shaped Promenade des Anglais
on Thursday night, running from
Nice’s airport to the oldest part of
the coastal city.

One moment, there was a great
street celebration for France’s
Bastille Day holiday — and the
next, a truck came barreling
through at high speed, leaving a
trail of bodies, shock and despair
through a French Riviera fiesta.

Among the first people killed by
the speeding truck on the side-
walk next to Lenval Beach was
the middle-aged Muslim woman.
Two of her sons and other family
members stood, weeping or
frozen in stunned silence, around
her body, which was covered in a
pale blue tartan blanket.

Nearby there was another vic-
tim, an unidentified man sprawled
on the sidewalk next to the beach
beneath a bloodied sheet.

So numerous were the bodies
that to protect their dignity, peo-
ple had covered some of them with
tablecloths snatched from the
restaurants lining the Promenade
des Anglais.

It was windy, with a slight, spo-
radic drizzle, and the celebration
of just a few moments earlier was
already a distant memory. Crowds
had gathered to celebrate Bastille 

Vibrant Holiday
Ends in a Trail

of Carnage
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Today, partly sunny, hot, humid,
high 93. Tonight, partly cloudy, hu-
mid, low 75. Tomorrow, intervals of
clouds and sunshine, humid, high
89. Weather map is on Page A19.


