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STUDENT QUOTES 
 

 
The “Expectations” section of the Syllabus stated “It is expected that each student will, in 
exchange for the textbook they are being given, write a thank you to the anonymous donor upon 
completion of the class.”  Once we received the notes, and saw the comments provided by the 
students, we asked them if we could use excerpts of those letters.  (Please note: numbering is 
for reference purposes only.) 

 
PERIOD 1 
 

1. After completing nine weeks of the financial literacy, many of my questions and concerns about 
finances were addressed with thorough and detailed answers about what and what not to do with 
money. Almost all of the objectives taught were fairly simple and required very little thinking to 
understand. - Jayson  

 
2. This donation will help me learn financial literacy and its importance in making decisions; the 

decisions I make will help me avoid massive debt and live life smart. ... I will also use this book for 
future reference. - Martin  

 
3. I now have better insight about what to do financially in the future.  I plan to use all of the "tricks of 

the trade" that you have taught us. - Trovan  
 

4. These books have been a great guide and I am pretty sure it will keep helping me in the future 
and help me help others.  The information from the book has influenced me on some decisions 
that I have made since our class started. - Cindy  

 
5. These twelve-weeks with Red & Black have been very useful and by having the "textbook" we are 

able to refer to the main topics.  Once again, thank you for this book, and know that we will use it 
for future reference. - Elvira  

 
6. ... In addition, we learn more about the finance of life and the good and bad of credit cards, we 

also learn about debt and different life situations. - Luiz  
 

7. The book has helped me to learn the different aspects of finance in my daily life.  Red and Black 
have helped me throughout my second semester at high school and are preparing me for the 
college life that soon I will be experiencing.- Majali  

 
8. Our understanding in finance and life has been increased thanks to the help of these books. - 

Erika  
 

9. ... even my family is benefitting from this.  My brothers and sisters read the book as well so thank 
you very much. - Diana  

 
10. ... so we could use them in class and talk about financial needs and just life in general. - Chanel  
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PERIOD 2 
 

11. When they told us that this book was about finances, I thought, "Well, I do not have to read it." I 
thought that since I already know how to manage my money, then why should I waste my time 
reading a book that told me what I already "knew." When I read the first chapter, I knew I was 
wrong. There was more to finances than just how to "manage" my money. - Sandra  

 
12. When I first saw the book I thought it was just going to be a regular book, but as I read more of 

the book I realize that it wasn't just any regular book, it was a book that I can learn from and use 
the skills.  I know that learning skills at a young age means I can use them well but also pass 
down to someone else. - Thania   

 
13. Your donation was able to make us learn about things even educated adults struggle with in life.  

The Red and Black class was a great opportunity for me and will help me in life and the future. - 
Michael  

 
14. I will carry what I have learned for a life time. - Rafael  

 
15. What we are learning now with this book, is not only going to help us now, but also in the future. - 

Candy  
 

16. The book has helped me out in class and even at home. - Hector   
 

17. What we are currently learning with the textbook, is not only going to help us now, but also in 
college and life. - Thalia  

 
18. We have been able to experience a whole new thing and has opened our eyes to many different 

points of life we have never really looked at or noticed. - Kevin  
 
 
PERIOD 3 
 

19. I have already started referencing mine when looking at college expenses and I know I will be 
taking my book with me to college. - Andrea 

 
20. The Red & Black book is not only helping us now as students, but it will also help us once we are 

adults.  Thanks to you, and Red & Black - we will know how to save and manage our money. - 
Melissa  

 
21. By providing me with this book, you have given me the necessary tools to excel and learn about 

financial literacy.  ... Thank you for paving a road for a better future towards my finances.  Thank 
you for your benevolent gesture, which will ultimately educate myself about the real world and all 
the obstacles that come with it. - Deshjonte  

 
22. I have been able to read the chapters and go over them in class to elaborate how we can apply 

our lessons into our lives in the real world. I have learned a great amount about college and how 
to make smart decisions. ... Our lives will be impacted by what we have learned in this course. - 
Becky  
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23. I learned many important factors that people need to know before you go out into the real world.  
At KIPP we believe knowledge is power.  This course did just this.  Gave us knowledge.  
Finances is probably one of the most important things to know. Since without money you are 
limited. If we like it or not.  Many adults don't know a lot of what I learned, so thank you again.  -
Elio  

 
24. The Red and Black financial class has been very helpful to prepare me for many obstacles I will 

have to face in college. - Melissa  
 

25. This skill will allow me to better understand how to use and appreciate things when I go off to 
college. - Monique  

 
26. This book has helped me prepare for obstacles that I will face in college and in life. - Eduardo  

 
27. Our knowledge about financial has grown since we started the course and it would help us in the 

future.  It taught me the difference between a credit card and a debit card. ... Simple things like 
cards have made a difference in my life and my parents.  I have been able to share my 
knowledge of class with my mother.  She is glad when I come back home every Wednesday and 
share my knowledge with her.  She tells me that she wished she had someone tell her that when 
she was young too. - Yadira  

 
28. This class has assisted me with budgeting crisis, college finances, and how to manage money as 

I grow up and mature. - Erin  
 

29. The skills that Red and Black taught us, I am sure I will use these skills to be successful in the 
concept of knowing how to administrate my money. ... Personally, I think the Red and Black book 
is a great way for us, teenagers, to understand the concept of how a penny in a bank can later 
turn out to be a fortune. - Juan  

 
30. [Addressed to Red & Black] The advice given by two wise women is the best advice someone 

can get.  Thank you for taking the time from being a mommy and racing cars to help us with life. - 
Mariana  

 
31. I am able to utilize the book in class, giving me a resource into financial literacy. - William  

 
32. Red and Black taught us about their experiences.  It will definitely help us in our transition to and 

throughout college. - Alyssa  
 

33. These amazing and instructive books ... our own personal book to refer to after high school ... 
refer back to the book whenever.  With this book I am able to make good decisions economically 
in present time and in the future. - Andrea  

 
34. The books that we have received have made a huge impact in our class lessons on financial 

factors.  The books are great and easy to read which allows us to understand the material better 
and the fact that it is a true story allows us to connect to the concept. - Ricardo  
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CLASS 4 
 

35. I would have never imagined someone actually writing about their life experience that they had 
about finance. I may not be an expert towards this subject but I am thankful that I am learning 
now. - Deysi  

 
36. It was a great time this semester reading and learning a lot from Red & Black.  This visit they 

gave to us every week was great information for the students next year and years to come. - 
Christian  

 
37. We will not only use them (the books) during class we will also find them helpful to use in college.  

I have found the book really helpful, because it is not like a regular boring textbook.  It is written 
by someone who has gone through their own experience. Reading the book gives me a better 
understanding of finance. - Mayra  

 
38. The financial literacy course that Black and Red have taught has been completely eye opening in 

many ways.  However, I feel the most important thing I have learned these past ten weeks is that 
the most important thing to keep in mind is that although the emotional decisions may not always 
outweigh the financial, the financial can be a lot easier to determine. - Michael  

 
39. The textbook really has been a huge help.  The anecdotes in the textbook makes the information 

taught in the course relative to our lives. This is a book that I will definitely open from time to time 
while in college. - Landon  

 
40. The Red and Black books are phenomenal. They prevented a whole class from making mistakes 

that could hurt them in the long run. … The book is quite a read.  It's full of stories that through 
comedy and drama, there are lessons involved. The fact that it keeps the reader engaged, 
making sure the reader gets something out of the book. - Joel  

 
41. I have learned so many things about life and finance that I would not know otherwise. - George  

 
42. ... I was able to have deep insight into financial management.  Now I make wiser decisions and 

share my knowledge with my parents and family. - Jennifer  
 

43. The class was enriching and informative, and will benefit me in the future. - Gabrielle  
 

44. I am glad that you gave us the opportunity to experience this session for financial priorities.  I 
have enjoyed this textbook along with my peers.  This book has helped me grasp a better 
understanding of the financial world so that I am prepared when these terms come across me in 
the future. ... I will carry this book with me for the rest of my life. - Michelle  

 
45. Every time I open the book to read it, there is always helpful information. I know that everything 

Red and Black have in the book is going to help me today and in the future. - Jessenia  
 

46. The information I have learned from this course will help me in my future and during college. - 
Deyanira  
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47. I will make the most out of all the information that has been passed onto me through this course. - 
Sandra  

 
48. The books were a big help in helping me become financially literate. ... The book is a great book 

to read because of its way of presenting the information while incorporating the humorous stories 
of both Red and Black. - Oscar  

 
49. The book is very helpful and resourceful. I found it appropriate for my status as a high school 

senior and this information will definitely stick with me in college. - Brandi  
 

50. Without these textbooks, I would not know the knowledge of having a huge amount of financial 
problems.  And being able to go to college in a couple of months, these interesting facts would 
come in handy. ... And giving us the depth of related information, helps me with making good 
economic decisions. - Erika  

 
 
CLASS 5 
 

51. The books have given us an opportunity to know more about Red and Black and their financial 
choices.  It has given me a lot more insight about the topic. - Cynthia  

 
52. Thank you for giving us this amazing opportunity that has opened our eyes to the world and will 

eventually make our lives easier. - Yaritza  
 

53. With these books we will be able to get more knowledge that will help us in the future.  This class 
opens up our eyes to materials that we need to know in order to be successful in life.  I know that 
if it wasn't for the book or the class I would be confused and overwhelmed with the money issues 
in my life.  Everything I learn in the class has really helped me because right now a situation hit 
my life out of nowhere.  I'm left alone managing the money in my household and because of this 
class I am able to make the right decisions. - Milena  

 
54. It has helped me very much in knowing about how I should plan my financial life. - Claudia  

 
55. These books have helped us get a better understanding on how real life really works, financially 

and mind wise.  Financially speaking, I have learned how to manage my money and how to 
spend it on credit cards and paying some bills.  Mind wise, I have also learned to make better 
decisions on what things are actually necessary to purchase and what are my wants. My wants 
were many that I hadn't realized before how much money I was wasting.  Now I spend my money 
wisely and take a good look on where my paycheck is going.  Red and Black have been a good 
inspiration to me and I plan to always look back at their book and make wiser choices in my life. - 
Jessica  

 
56. It is a book that will be useful to us not only in their class but late on in college or our personal life. 

- Manuela  
 

57. This book will not only help us now but through college.  This is a reference that I could use 
through my life to make well thought financial decisions. - Deysee  

 
58. The "Red & Black" book is interesting and will come for great benefit in the future. - Karen  
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CLASS 8 
 

59. This gift is very valuable in that I can look back at Red's and Black's advice on finance and know 
if I am doing something right or wrong.  I can actually read the book and apply it in my life later 
on. - Jenifer  

 
60. Without the book to help guide us, we, the students, would not know what type of procedures to 

take whenever we would get in a financial situation.  You not only provided us with books, but 
with opportunity to learn major skills in our lives. - Christian  

 
61. The textbook will allow me as well as my other teammates to make wise financial decisions, an 

amazing gift! - Lizette  
 

62. The book has helped me realize the importance of money in the real world and how important it is 
to be able to manage it.  I consider this book a guide to the real world and what I should be 
prepared for. - Karla 

 
63. The textbooks are very useful and a great tool to use outside of class.  What makes these 

textbooks so special is that they are actually fun to read. - Herson  
 

64. The textbook's valuable information has helped me realize what I need to do for my future.  I am 
able to take it home and present it to my parents, which they also learned new things from it.  I 
have changed many of my spending and saving habits for the better. - Leslie  
 

65. The books that were donated has prepared us for a better future after high school.  These books 
are filled with information about how to manage finances and our whole life in general.  This book 
has inspired me to be responsible and organized with life I will have in college and after college. 
... As a college bound senior, your support has helped make better decisions for my finances and 
education in the future. - Jezael  

 
66. By reading the book I have learned lots of life lessons.  Since I am married I know what I need to 

do for my life to stay well.  I need to talk to my husband about our money, what and how much 
money we have. - Stephanie  

 
67. The book is something that I needed since I love to spend most of my money on things that I like 

rather than what I need.  I have learned many different strategies to get those habits away. - 
Liliana  

 
68. I am a 12th grader and these books will surely help me in my years after high school.  They were 

real nice and very educational. - KIPP Student 

 


