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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS - US Daily Brief 12-12-22  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

08:45 ET 13:45 GMT President Biden receives his Daily Briefing 

12:40 ET 17:40 GMT President Biden participates in a United States Marine Corps Reserve event in 

Arlington, Virginia 

13:00 ET 18:00 GMT Press Briefing by Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre and National Security Advisor 

Jake Sullivan 

 

Elections Countdown:  

❖ 2024 Presidential Election: 694 days 

 

 

Government Funding 

Democrats on the Senate Appropriations Committee have indicated that there has been some 

progress made in negotiations on the Fiscal Year 2023 omnibus spending package.  

• Committee Chair Patrick Leahy’s (D-VT) office said in a statement: “Chairman Leahy 

feels that sufficient progress in negotiations took place over the weekend to delay the 

introduction of the omnibus appropriations bill for the time being. Bipartisan and 

bicameral negotiations continue.” 

• Analysts view the decision to delay the release of the Democrat bill as a sign that a 

bipartisan omnibus may be inching closer. 

The ranking Republican on the committee Senator Richard Shelby told NBC yesterday: “We 

haven’t reached an agreement, we’re not near an agreement, but the circumstances are there 

… that we could reach one. Now, will it be before the 23rd? I don’t know that. The time 

compresses the schedule.” 

• Punchbowl reports, “there’s no deal on a “topline” number for overall FY2023 spending. 

The two sides continue to fight over spending on social programs. Republicans refuse 

to go along with “parity” in spending increases for both defense and non-defense 

programs, arguing Democrats already got lots of new money for climate change and 

other progressive initiatives in the Inflation Reduction Act.” 

The current continuing resolution to keep the government funded expires on December 16 

and the lack of significant progress suggests another CR to punt the deadline closer to 

Christmas will be pushed through Congress this week.  
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Democrat News 

Progressive Democrats have attacked Senator Kyrsten Sinema (I-AZ) for her decision to 

switch party affiliation from Democrat to Independent.  

• Sinema said in a statement: “In a natural extension of my service since I was first 

elected to Congress, I have joined the growing numbers of Arizonans who reject party 

politics by declaring my independence from the broken partisan system in Washington 

and formally registering as an Arizona Independent.”  

Max Berger, a progressive strategist who worked for Senate Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) said: 

“The level of shamelessness that it takes to do something like this at this particular moment in 

history, it’s really mind boggling. The White House and leadership have no choice but to treat 

her like a very important figure in the Senate, but they should be working to defeat her as 

quickly as possible…” 

Waleed Shahid, a veteran Democrat strategist: “If Sinema can’t decide between the party of 

Raphael Warnock and the party of Kari Lake and Donald Trump, then she is truly lost.” 

• Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) an Independent Senator who caucuses with the 

Democrats said yesterday: “I think the Democrats, they’re not all that enthusiastic 

about somebody who helps sabotage some of the most important legislation that 

protects the interests of working families and voting rights and so forth. So I think it 

really has to do with her political aspirations for the future in Arizona. But for us, I think 

nothing much has changed in terms of the functioning of the U.S. Senate.” 

Senator Jon Tester (D-MO), a moderate Democrat, said, similarly to Sanders, that he doesn’t 

believe that Sinema’s decision will “functionally” change the balance of power in the Senate.  

• “Functionally, I don’t think that changes a thing. She’s going to continue to caucus with 

the Democrats, so we’ll still have the committee structures that we’ve had before.” 

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) was also outwardly positive about the move 

saying he is, “looking forward to a productive session in the new Democratic majority Senate. 

We will maintain our new majority on committees, exercise our subpoena power, and be able 

to clear nominees without discharge votes.” 

• Axios writes, “Arizona Senator Kyrsten Sinema's stunning decision to become an 

independent has triggered the possibility of a blue-on-purple civil war that could cost 

Democrats a must-win Senate seat in 2024.” 

Axios argues that Sinema’s switch threatens to split the Democrat vote in 2024, if Sinema runs 

for re-election. Democrats will have to decide whether to support her candidacy as an 

independent, as they do with Sanders and fellow independent Angus King (I-ME), or move to 

dislodge her by backing a Democrat candidate, like Rep. Ruben Gallego who announced 

earlier this year his intention to run in a primary against Sinema.   

• On running for re-election in 2024, Sinema said: "I know this will probably disappoint 

folks, but I'm actually not even thinking about electoral politics or talking about that at 

all right now.” 
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President Biden has received a polling boost after a lukewarm reaction to the strong Democrat 

performance at the US midterms in November.   

• A new poll from CNN/SSRS has seen Biden’s approval jump five percentage-points to 

46%, his highest approval rating in the CNN poll since December 2021.  

 

Congressional Business 

The House will meet at 12:00 ET 17:00 GMT 

The Senate will meet at 15:00 ET 20:00 GMT 

Committee Schedule –  

 

Africa 

President Biden will this week call for the African Union to be granted a permanent seat within 

the G-20, group of nations. 

• Biden will make the announcement during the US-Africa Leaders’ Summit beginning 

tomorrow in Washington D.C. White House National Security Council spokesperson 

John Kirby told reporters: “We need more African voices in international 

conversations…” 

Senator Chris Van Hollen (D-M), chair of the Senate Subcommittee on Africa and Global 

Healthy Policy said in a statement: “African nations should have more opportunities to present 

their insights and propose solutions on global challenges that impact them – from climate 

change to food security to public health. This announcement… is a clear signal to the nations 

of Africa that the United States is committed to strengthening our relations and partnerships 

across the continent and supporting their voices in international policy.” 

• The Biden administration has gone to some lengths to stress that the summit will not 

be a forum for pushing back against Chinese influence in Africa, but the New York 

Times writes that “an international scrabble” for influence in Africa will be a subtext of 

the summit. 

• NYT: “An international scramble for military, commercial and diplomatic interests in 

Africa, long dominated by China, has expanded in recent years to include other powers 

like Russia, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates. In this intense competition, the U.S. 

has often lagged behind, analysts say — a decline the Biden administration hopes to 

reverse with the U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit that...” 

• South Africa is currently the only African nation to occupy a position on the G20.  

China 

A US delegation is in China this week to follow up on President Biden’s meeting with Chinese 

President Xi Jinping.  
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• The delegation will be led by Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific 

Affairs Daniel Kritenbrink and National Security Council Senior Director for China and 

Taiwan Laura Rosenberger.  

• According to a State Department readout, the delegation, will follow-up on President 

“Biden’s meeting with President Xi Jinping in Bali last month to continue responsibly 

managing the competition between our two countries and to explore potential areas of 

cooperation. They will also prepare for Secretary Blinken’s early 2023 visit to the PRC.” 

Russia 

White House National Security Council Spokesperson John Kirby has indicated that the US 

will be monitoring the actions of Russian arms dealer Viktor Bout after his release from prison 

in exchange for WNBA star Brittney Griner.  

• Kirby: “He would have gone free anyway in 2029. He wasn’t serving a life sentence. 

… Nobody’s doing back flips over there about the fact that Mr. Bout is a free man six 

years earlier than he would have been. But we’re going to protect our national security. 

And if Mr. Bout decides to go back to his previous line of work, then we’re going to do 

what we need to do to hold him accountable and to protect our interests.” 

• Reuters reported today that Biden administration officials will meet today to discuss 

the next steps to securing the release of Paul Whelan, another US citizen imprisoned 

in Russia.  

Economy 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen told CBS yesterday that she sees inflation reducing 

substantially during 2023.  

• Yellen: "I believe by the end of next year you will see much lower inflation if there's not 

... an unanticipated shock… There's a risk of a recession. But ... it certainly isn't, in my 

view, something that is necessary to bring inflation down." 

Poll of the Day 

Yellen’s comments come as Gallup reports that American’s are slightly more inclined to 

believe that the economy is getting better.  

• Gallup: “Americans’ assessments of the U.S. economy improved slightly in November 

and early December but remain decidedly negative. Gallup’s Economic Confidence 

Index increased from -45 in October to -39 in the latest survey. The index had been as 

low as -58 in June this year. Americans continue to be less confident about the 

economy now than they were in 2021 and early 2022.” 

Chart 1: Americans’ Views of Whether the Economy is Getting Better or Worse 
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Source: Gallup 
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