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MNI POLITICAL RISK ANALYSIS - US Daily Brief 27-01-23  
By Adam Burrowes 

 

The White House 

09:00 ET 14:00 GMT President Biden receives his Daily Briefing  

13:30 ET 18:30 GMT Press Briefing by Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre 

 

Elections Countdown:  

❖ 2024 Presidential Election: 648 days 

 

 

Europe 

NBC and CNN have reported that President Joe Biden is planning a European trip to mark 

the one-year anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.  

• A spokesperson for the White House National Security Council said the White House 

doesn’t have any plans to disclose at this stage but a trip would offer Biden a chance 

to tout the watershed deal brokered by Washington to supply US and German-made 

tanks to Ukraine. 

CNN: One Biden administration official said, “that one stop under consideration is Poland, a 

key NATO ally currently housing thousands of American troops that also serves as a hub for 

Western weapons transfers to Ukraine. US service members are also training Ukrainian 

troops there.” 

• Politico reports that a trip to Poland would fuel speculation that Biden may decide to 

visit Ukraine although such a trip is unlikely due to security concerns.   

Economy 

President Biden was in Pennsylvania yesterday to tout the “success of his economic plan” 

after a US GDP report showed signs of solid growth.   

• Biden said: “Just this morning, we got some very good news about the American 

economy. Every three months, the economic outlook of America is laid out on an 

official report on the state of the economy. It came out this morning. And I’m not sure 

the news could have been any better.” 

• Biden: “Economic growth is up, stronger than experts expected, at 2.9 percent we’re 

growing.” 

• Biden continued: “I don’t think it’s unfair to say that this is all evidence that the Biden 

economic plan, because of you all, is actually working. It’s working. It really is.” 
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As expected, the President also used the remarks to attack what the White House calls an 

“extreme MAGA Republican agenda” in the House of Representatives. 

• “We’ve got to protect those gains that our policies have generated from the MAGA 

Republicans in the House of Representatives who are threatening to destroy this 

progress.” 

• “They want to raise your gas prices. They want to cut taxes for billionaires...They 

want to impose a 30 percent national sales tax on everything from food, clothing, 

school supplies, housing, cars… they want to eliminate the income tax system… And 

beyond that, they’re actually threatening to have us default on the American debt.”  

• Biden concluded by saying: “I will not let it happen. Not on my watch. I will veto 

everything they send me.” 

 

Congressional Business 

The House will meet at 09:00 ET 14:00 GMT 

The Senate is out. 

Committee Schedule –  

 

Democrat News 

High profile Democrat House Rep Adam Schiff (D-CA), one of the key lawmakers on the 

January 6 Committee, has announced that he will run for the Senate in 2024. 

• Schiff enters a crowded Democrat primary field to challenge for the seat of 89-year-

old Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), the oldest member of Congress, who is widely 

expected to retire after this term, although she has yet to issue a formal statement on 

the matter. 

Feinstein said: “Oh, I think it’s fine. I think people should if they want to run, run. For me, I 

just need a little bit more time.” 

• Schiff’s decision comes after a similar announcement from progressive Democrat 

Rep Katie Porter (D-CA) who announced her intention to run for Feinstein’s seat 

saying: “I think it's time for a change. I think now, given the challenges that we face in 

this country, more than ever, California needs a warrior in Washington, one who is 

unafraid to stand up to Mitch McConnell and the powerful special interests who run 

D.C.”  

Republican News 

Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) has announced he will run for re-election to his Senate seat in 

2024, ended speculation he might run for president in 2024. 

• The Hill writes: “Scott’s announcement kicks off the next phase in the Florida 

senator’s political career, coming less than three months after Republicans blew an 

opportunity to recapture control of the Senate – a failure that many in the party 
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blamed in part on Scott’s leadership of the National Republican Senatorial 

Committee (NRSC).” 

• Democrat attacks on Scott’s “12 Point Plan to Rescue America,” a social and 

economic plan which was not widely supported amongst the GOP establishment, 

was seen as contributing to Democrats’ stronger than expected midterm 

performance. 

Donald Trump 

Former President Donald Trump will kickstart his 2024 presidential campaign on Saturday 

will two events in key primary states. 

• He will first speak at the New Hampshire Republican Party’s annual meeting before 

heading to South Carolina to campaign alongside with Governor Henry McMaster (R-

SC) and Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC). 

Trump will likely focus on the Biden document controversy, a political story which has 

breathed life back into his campaign after a stuttering end to 2022 which saw his support 

crater amongst key Republican donors.  

• Trump has also been given a campaign boost by this week’s announcement by Meta 

that his Facebook account has been reinstated, opening up additional reach to solicit 

campaign donations.  

Federal Nominees 

Republican Senator Tom Cotton (R-AK) said, after a briefing with White House Director of 

National Intelligence Avril Haines, that he intends to “impose pain” on the Biden 

administration by blocking of President Biden’s federal nominees until the Republican 

controlled House of Representatives reviews all classified documents found at the 

residences of President Biden and former president Trump.  

• Politico: “The threats risk worsening the backlog of nominees awaiting Senate 

confirmation, with some Republicans already slow-walking Biden's DoD picks in 

response to the U.S.'s withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021.” 

Export Controls 

Dutch and US officials will meet in Washington today to finalise plans to coordinate export 

controls on China for high-tech components used in the manufacture of semiconductors. 

• SCMP and Reuters reported yesterday that a deal is expected before the end of the 

month and could be announced as soon as today although, according to Bloomberg 

sources, “there is no plan for a public announcement of restrictions that will likely be 

just implemented…” 

The Netherlands is seen as key to US plans to throttle access to the semiconductor 

technology required by China to develop its military and high-tech sectors. 

• Japan Times reported this week that Japan, the other country central to plans, will 

likely follow suit. LDP lawmaker Akira Amari said: “Countries like China, Russia and 

North Korea are vying for global hegemony, and we should never help them achieve 
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that. We must join the U.S. in stopping exports of cutting-edge chips that can be 

diverted for military use and pose serious security concerns.” 

Trade 

Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) and Mike Crapo (R-ID), the chair and ranking member of the 

Senate Finance Committee, have urged the Biden administration to force Canada and 

Mexico to comply with USMCA regulation in energy and agricultural policy. 

• The Senators wrote in a letter to USTR Katherine Tai: “The Office of the United 

States Trade Representative must continue to pursue full implementation and, where 

necessary, robust enforcement [of the USMCA].” 

• The senators added that the USTR, “must ensure that the United States gets what it 

bargained for” saying that the “full potential [of the USMCA] remains unrealized.” 

• The letter comes as the US, Canada, and Mexico fail to make significant progress 

towards resolving a dispute over Mexico’s energy policy which Washington and 

Ottawa claim unfairly prejudices non-Mexican energy firms. 

Today, USTR Tai and Secretary of State Antony Blinken will host a ministerial event for a 

virtual ministerial event for the Americas Partnership for Economic Prosperity, “to promote 

inclusive economic growth and strengthen regional competitiveness announced by President 

Biden at the Summit of the Americas.”  

• Deputy USTR Jayme White, alongside her Canadian and Mexican counterparts, 

issued a statement yesterday following a meeting of USMCA Deputies:  

• “The Deputies took note of these committees’ progress, offered guidance for future 

work, and reiterated importance of the Agreement’s continued successful 

implementation.” 

• The statement said: “…the Deputies recognize that our Agreement continues to play 

a vital role in strengthening our economies... The Deputies noted that they would 

follow up with their respective teams to give additional guidance, and report progress 

to the Ministers before the Free Trade Commission meeting later this year.” 

Africa 

US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has announced that US troops have killed a key ISIS 

leader in a raid approved by President Biden which took place in Somalia on Wednesday 

night.  

• Austin said the ISIS leader, Bilal al-Sudani, was “responsible for fostering the growing 

presence of ISIS in Africa and for funding the group’s operations worldwide, including 

in Afghanistan,” and said his killing would make the US and allies “safer and more 

secure,” and “it reflects our steadfast commitment to protecting Americans from the 

threat of terrorism at home and abroad.”  

Poll of the Day 

A CNN/CRSS report has shown that US voters have generally unfavourable views of both 

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) and Democrat Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY) and 

notably shows that the protracted speaker battle in the House had little impact on McCarthy’s 

standing.  
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• CNN: “Americans overall hold a negative view of McCarthy (19% favorable, 38% 

unfavorable) and are split in their views of Jeffries (21% favorable, 22% unfavorable), 

although many have yet to form opinions: 43% express no opinion toward McCarthy, 

and 57% have no impression of Jeffries. Both men’s favorability ratings now remain 

almost identical to where they stood in CNN’s December polling, prior to McCarthy’s 

prolonged, public battle to secure the speakership earlier this month.” 

Chart 1: Voter Views on House of Representatives Leadership 

 

Source: CNN/CRSS 
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