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MNI POLITICAL RISK – French Pension Reform Vote 

On A Knife-Edge 

By Tom Lake 

The French National Assembly, the lower chamber of the country's parliament, is scheduled 

to vote later today on President Emmanuel Macron's proposed pensions reforms. The 

reforms see - among other measures - the pension age lifted from 62 to 64, a move that has 

sparked major protest and industrial action across the country.  

• The vote (due to take place at 1500CET/1000ET/1400GMT) is at present too close to 

call. Macon's centrist Renaissance and its allies do not hold a majority in the 

Assembly and will be reliant on votes from the centre-right Les Republicains (LR) to 

pass the reform.  

• LR representatives have supported the legislation in the upper chamber, the Senate. 

The chamber backed the reforms over the weekend, and in a further vote this 

morning supported the measures by 193 to 114 votes.  

• the party has in the past advocated for even more far-reaching measures, calling for 

the pension age to rise to 65 in an effort to balance the books. However, a group of 

LR assembly members have splintered from the main bloc. LR ranking member in 

the assembly Olivier Marleix stated on 15 March that "In my group, as well as in the 

ruling party, there are some MPs who do not want to vote for this reform." 

• The government has the option of using Article 49.3 of the French constitution, which 

allows the government to ram through legislation with just Cabinet approval. There 

are risks associated with such a move, in that it immediately allows the opposition to 

call a vote of no confidence in the gov't.  

• LR leaders have previously said they would not vote to bring down the gov't due to 

the instability it would cause. However, as with the assembly vote on the pension 

reform, a splinter group of assembly members could tip the balance towards the 

government’s ouster. 

• Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne and her government colleagues face a crucial 

whipping operation, as Art. 49.3 must be invoked before the assembly vote takes 

place, not after. If the government is not convinced of its ability to win a majority in 

the assembly, it will likely be deployed. 

• The use of Art.49.3 on such a controversial measure also carries risks. It could see 

an intensification on the strike action taking place across France as workers and 

trade unions cry foul at the measure’s anti-democratic nature. The strikes have had a 

significant impact on the country’s energy markets due to blockades at gas plants, 

refineries and nuclear plants, as well as on the broader economy due to transport 

and education shut-downs.  

• Alternatively, once the bill has passed into law it could take the sting out of the 

protests, with a number of major periods of industrial action in France historically 

losing their mass appeal and effectiveness once the legislation the strikes opposed 

was actually implemented.  
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Chart 1. French National Assembly, Seats 

Source: National Assembly, MNI 
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